Using the Autoclave in G-8 Clapp

1. Bring orange gloves to the autoclave room.

2. Before removing another lab’s load, check the sign-up sheet to be sure removing the load is ok (yes in the Remove? Column).  Put on gloves and load materials and press the black knob in the top left corner of the machine all the way in to seal the door.  

3. Select either wrapped or liquid depending on your load.  For wrapped (soil), set the exposure and exhaust time for 30 minutes.  For liquid, set exposure time at 30 min and exhaust time for 0. 

4. Press the green start button.  Wait until conditioning light comes on to be sure that it has started.  Bring the gloves back up with you – they may disappear in the autoclave room. 

5. Fill in your name and our lab with phone number on the sign-up sheet (lab phone # is 4-4276.)  Enter “yes” in the Remove? Column unless you are autoclaving RNase free materials.

6. If you cannot be there to remove the load, make sure to tell someone else to do it.  Again, bring gloves to remove the load.  When complete light is on, pull black knob out to unseal the door and remove.  Don’t forget your gloves!

Notes:  

NEVER completely seal container lids.  Air pressure differences on the inside and outside of the container will break the container or lid.

If autoclaving soil, double bag it in autoclaves.  When loading the bags into the autoclaves try not to touch the sides of the bags to the walls.  Also, never autoclave molecular supplies and soil together.

Red Autoclave bags are expensive and should not be thrown away in the regular garbage because they are labeled biohazardous.  Conserve these bags as much as possible and use them only for autoclaving.

